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Thanks for having your child participate in our Magic to Amaze program.  These notes are 

provided to help you assist you child in mastering the tricks. The notes are based on our 30 hour 

camp. If your program is less hours, not all this material will be covered, so some of it will be 

extra. If you have questions on anything, please let us know. 314-961-6912  info@abrakid.com   

Good luck! 
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Olympic Mind Reading 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Props:  For ea child: Instruction card above (biz card size) and the below 4x6 double sided card. 1 11x17 for class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation:  
“Are you an Olympics fan?  On this card 

are 15 Olympic sports.  I will turn away.  

Can you point to one so everyone sees it, 

except me.  Have you chosen a sport? 

(yes)  Everyone knows what it is?  (yes) 

 

(Turn the card around to the 5 rings side.)  

Your sport could be in 1 or more of these 

Olympic rings.  Is it in this one?  (Point 

to the blue.)  This one?  (Point to the 

yellow.)  This one?  (Point to green.)    

How about this one?  (Point to red.)   

 

(Turn card back to the 15 sports side.  See 

what sport their number is.)  Do you like 

racquet sports, by any chance?  (Yes)  

Ones played on a court?  (Yes)  Were you 

thinking of tennis?  (Yes)   

 

Tips:   

As spectator says yes, add the ring values 

as you go along.  E.g. if yes to blue, think 

8.  No to yellow, still 8.  Yes to green:  

8+2=10.  Yes to red:  10+1=11, which is 

the answer in this case. 

 

When you reveal the thought of sport, 

don’t just name it.  Play with it a little, as 

above.  E.g. if basketball, you might say 

“Are you a fan of Michael Jordan?  

LeBron James?  No wonder you were 

thinking of basketball!”     



Princess Card Trick 

 
Effect:  You show a stack of business cards, each showing 5 playing cards (photo 1).  Ask a spectator to remember 1 of 

the cards, then set the business card face down on her palm.  Claim that you’ll turn over 1 of the 5 cards.  Which card 

were they thinking of?  They name it.  That’s the one you turned over, you claim.  The spectator turns over the business 

card and what you said is true! 

 

Props:  10 business cards per student & a rubber band to keep them together.  5 have the 5 cards face up (photo 1).  The 

other 5 have 4 cards face up and 1 card face down (photo 2).   

 

Secret:  The 4 cards showing on biz card #2 are different from those on biz card #1, though they look the same at a quick 

glance. So when the spectator sees 1 card face down, & sees that none of the other 4 cards was his, he presumes the face 

down card was his thought of card. Actually he could have thought of any card & it would appear that it was face down! 

 

Mechanics:   

1. Starting position:  Put your cards in a face down stack as follows:  From the top:  face down card, 5 face up card, 

the rest of the face down cards, the rest of the 5 face up cards.   

2. Spread through a few cards of the face down packet.  As you square them up, hold the top 2 together as 1, with 

right thumb on short edge closest to you, and 2nd & 3rd fingers on short edge farthest from you.  

3. Show the ‘card” to a spectator at eye level, asking him to think of 1 of these cards but don’t tell you which (photo 

3).  Does he have a card in mind?  (yes) 

4. Your right hand sets the ‘card’ atop the packet, then turns palm up as you ask the spectator to hold out his hand 

palm up, demonstrating how he should hold his palm.  (photo 4) 

5. Place the top card face down on his palm.  Ask him to put his other hand on top, so the face down card (with 

supposedly the 5 face up cards) is between his palms.  Put the rest of the cards back in your pocket.  Have him 

turn his 2 hands back & forth a few times.  Ask him which card he was thinking of.  Have him life his top hand to 

reveal that one was the only one turned over!   

 

Performance:  “Do you play cards?  What sort of cards do you play?  (Hold top 2 as 1 & show to spectator at eye level.)  

Can you think of 1 of these 5 cards, don’t tell me which one.  Do you have one in mind?  Would you hold out your hand 

(set ‘card’ momentarily atop your stack as you gesture with your right hand to show her how to hold her hand.) – and 

place your other hand on top.  Now turn it over once, twice, three times.  That turns over 1 of the cards in your hand.  

Which card were you thinking of?  Seriously?  Take a look at your card.  (Spec sees 1 card is face down.)  That’s the one I 

turned over!” 
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Letter to Santa 

 
Effect:  A stamp disappears and winds up beneath a picture of Santa! 

 

Props:  Business card size Ziploc bag with 6 pieces: a 5 piece puzzle of 49 stamps & a biz card size picture of Santa 

reading a letter. Instructions are on the back of the puzzle. 

 

Mechanics:   

1. In the bag put the single stamp (smallest piece) on bottom, “From Me” up. Then put the santa card (with Santa 

face up) on top, then the 4 puzzle pieces in any order atop that.  1 or 2 puzzle pieces stick out of the bag slightly.  

2. Pull out the top 4 puzzle pieces & lay them out on the table as in photo 1. It shows 49 stamps: 7 rows of 7.  Leave 

Santa in the bag with the single stamp secretly beneath him. (photo 2) 

3. Pick up the 3 bottom pieces of the puzzle, holding them in 1 pile.  Have a spectator think of what they’d put in a 

letter to Santa, close their eyes, and blow on them.  Put them down as in photo 3, showing 1 stamp missing in the 

bottom row!   

4. Turn over the bag, showing the missing stamp has made it to Santa.  Slide it out for the spectator to read it if you 

like.   

 

Secret:  No 1 particular stamp disappears. Rather, parts of several do, adding up to 1.  The mathematical principal is called 

concealed distribution. 

 

Presentation:  “I recently read that 1 out of every 49 letters received by the Post Office in December is addressed to Santa.  

Have you sent your letter to Santa yet?  (Lay out the puzzle as in photo 1, setting the bag with Santa face up inside to the 

side.)  With so many letters, we don’t want yours to get lost in the mail!  I’m going to show you the best way to get your 

letter delivered.  (Pick up the 3 bottom puzzle pieces in 1 pile.)  Think of what you’ll say in your Santa letter.  Close your 

eyes and blow on the pieces.  (Put the puzzle together on the table as in photo 2.)  Look, you made 1 of the letters 

disappear!  There were 49.  Now there are only 48! Over here, you notice Santa is reading a letter.  But not just any letter.  

(Turn the bag with Santa in it over, showing the stamp.)  What does it say?  ‘This one is special!’  Do you know why it’s 

special?  (Slide the stamp out of the bag & turn it over.)  Because this one is from you!” (Show that it says “From Me”!  

Put it in the empty space in the puzzle, showing it fits as the missing piece.)   

 

Tips:   

 If after Christmas, you might ask in your patter if you’ve sent your thank you note to Santa yet, to make the trick 

more timely. 

 When you set the Santa card with hidden stamp beneath to the side, you can take them out of the bag if preferred. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Masterpieces of Art 
 
Effect:  You lay 3 cards on the table, yellow, red, & blue, & ask a spectator set a play bill on the card of her choice.  You 

then reveal a prediction showing you knew which color she would choose!   

 

Props:  Small clear envelope containing 3 different color cards, play bill, and a folded cover card.   

 

Secret:  There are 3 different predictions, 1 for each color.  You show only 1 of these predictions, based on which color 

was selected.  If yellow is chosen, you ask the spectator to turn over the yellow card & read out loud what it says.  (“You 

will choose yellow.”)  The spectator (or you) turns over the other cards to show that their backs are blank.   

 

If blue is chosen, ask the spectator to turn over the play bill & read out loud what it says.  (“You will choose blue.”) 

 

If red is chosen, have the spectator turn over the envelope and read out loud what it says (on the back of the cover sheet 

inside the envelope):  You will choose red. 

 

Tips:   

 This is a great trick.  Only do it once for the same audience. 

 When you see which one they picked, state the color they picked and comment on it briefly.  While you are 

talking, get the other items out of the way before revealing the prediction so they cannot look at everything & find 

your other predictions.  I.e.  

o If they pick yellow & you’re going to show the backs of the cards, put the play bill in the envelope & the 

envelope in your pocket or case before they read the prediction.   

o If they pick blue & you’re going to have them read the back of the play bill, put the cards in the envelope 

& the envelope away before they read the prediction. 

o If they pick red & you’re going to have them read the back of the envelope cover, pocket the cards & play 

bill before they read the cover.   

             This way, after they read the prediction, they are stunned, and they cannot grab stuff to look at it  

              because it’s out of their sight & grasp.   

 Have the spectator think of 1 of the 3.  Then using his finger, slide the bill to the art piece of her choice.  Doing 

these 2 things minimizes the likelihood that the spectator will pick up & look at the bill, spotting the prediction. 

 

Performance:   

“Do you have any hobbies?  What is your hobby?  In my spare time I like to paint.  In fact, I brought with me 3 of my 

recent works.  Would you like to see them?  (Pull out the 3 different color cards & the bill.  Set out the 3 different color 

cards in a row on the table as you describe them.  The bill is off to the side for the moment.)  This is a yellow kite flying in 

front of the sun.  An arial work.  This is a blue whale swimming in the ocean.  A seascape.  And this is a farm scene.  Do 

you know what it is?  Apples in front of a red barn.   

 

These paintings are obviously worth a great deal of money.  Can you think of 1 of them that is perhaps your favorite.  

Don’t tell me what it is.  Do you have 1 in mind?  (yes)  You get to start the bidding.  Would you move the bill with your 

finger to the one you are thinking of.”  (Spectator picks yellow, lets say.)   

 

“Ah, the yellow rendition of the kite in front of the sun.  (As you are talking, put bill in envelope, and put envelope away.)  

You have excellent artistic tastes.  Would you turn over the one you chose and read out loud what it says.”  (You will 

choose this one.)  (Give spectator a moment to turn the others over.  If she doesn’t, invite her to do so.)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 



 

Left Handed Stirrer 

 
Effect:  You show 4 stir sticks that look the same.  But 1, you say, is a left handed stirrer.  The others are all 

right handed stirrers.  The spectator chooses any 3 stirrers.  You congratulate them on choosing the 3 right 

handed ones.  Then you show that the 1 remaining in your hand is the only one with a tag.  The tag says, “Left 

handed stirrer!”  

 

Props: 3”x4” plastic bag that contains 4 mini stir sticks.  1 has a tag rubber banded to it that says “Left handed 

stirrer”.  There is also an instruction card.  (photo 1)  

 

Secret: The tag is affixed to the stirrer with a rubber band.  The rubber band starts around all 4 straws (the band 

and tag being hidden from the spectators til you are ready to show it).  When the spectator pulls out 3 straws, 

the band and tag are left on the last one, which you show is the left handed stirrer. 

 

Mechanics: 

1. Before the trick starts, expand the rubber band & slide the other 3 stirrers in it, so the band is around all 

4 stirrers.  (photo 2)  Put the tag beneath the sticks, out of view.  Hold the 4 stirrers in a row in your hand 

with tag hidden beneath (photo 3).   

2. Ask a spectator to point to any 3.  Slide them out of your hand and give him to hold, closing your hand 

around the remaining stirrer so the tag is not visible yet.  

3. To reveal the left handed stirrer tag on yours, grab the end sticking out of your hand (photo 4) and 

squeeze it so the tag end flips up.  (photo 5) This makes for a little more dramatic revelation of the tag.  

 

Presentation:  “Have you ever seen a left handed stir stick?  These stir sticks all look the same.  But 3 are right 

handed stir sticks and 1 is left handed.  I’ve heard that very talented.  I’m going to ask you to pick out 3 stir 

sticks, and let’s see if you can pick the 3 right handed ones.  Can you point to any 3.  Are you sure those are the 

ones you want?  (Hand those 3 to spectator.)  That’s amazing, how did you do that?  You picked the 3 right 

handed stir sticks!  Do you know how I know?  Because this is the only one that’s left!  No really.  See, it has a 

tag on it.  Can you read out loud what the tag says.  (Left handed stirrer.)  You have a big future ahead of you!”  

 

Tips:   

 If you like, ask the spectator if he is right or left handed.  If right handed, have him pull out any 3 sticks, 
leaving you with the left handed one.  If he is left handed, have him point to the left handed stirrer.  Pull 

the other 3 sticks away, leaving you with the left handed one.   

 Store the band just on 1 stick, not more, so it doesn’t get stretched out.  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     



Mind Reading A Word 

 
Effect:  You send your mind reading Swami out of the room.  You ask a spectator to whisper to you any letter 

of the alphabet, which you jot on an index card, and give it to the spectator to hold.  You call Swami in, hand 

him a blank index card and pen, and he jots a letter word on it.  Spectator shows his card to the audience.  It 

says, e.g. G.  Swami turns it card around.  It also says G!   

 

Props:  10 blank index cards (3x5), a pen, and a piece of tape. 2 cards are used/performance. So 10 is enough for 

5 performances—more if you use pencil & can erase & reuse the cards.  

 

Secret:  Before the trick starts you put a piece of tape secretly on your left thumbnail.  When spectator tells you 

his letter, you write it secretly on the tape, then on the index card.  As you hand Swami the index card & pen, he 

sees the letter on your thumb! 

 

Mechanics: 

1. Put a piece of tape on your left thumb nail beforehand.  Have 2 blank index cards & a pen handy.   

2. Introduce your mind reading Swami.  Send him out of the room so he cannot hear. 

3. Ask a spectator to whisper any  letter in your ear.   

4. Apparently jot it on the blank index card, which you do, writing big.  But first, you also jot it quickly on 

the tape on your thumb nail.   

5. Hand the card to the spectator, asking him to hold onto it face down.    

6. Call in your Swami.  He comes in, standing on your left.  Pick up the other blank index card, holding it 

in your left hand with thumb nail facing Swami.  Hold the pen in your write hand, explaining that you 

want him to take this index card, concentrate on the letter the spectator is thinking of, and write it on this 

card.  (As you explain this, and are holding your thumb toward him, it should allow plenty of time for 

him to see the letter you’ve written on the tape on your thumb nail.)   

7. Swami jots his letter.  Ask the spectator to show his letter to the audience.  Name it out loud.  Have 

Swami show his word.  They match! 

 

Presentation:   

“This is the famous mind-reading Swami.  He has great mental powers.  Would you like to see a demonstration?  

Swami, go out of the room, please.  May I have a victim—I mean a volunteer from the audience?  Sir, would 

you think of any letter of the alphabet in your mind. Do you have one?  Would you come up here and whisper it 

to me please.  (Pick up a blank index card & pen.  He whispers the letter to you.  Jot it on the tape on your 

thumb nail, then on the card, as you talk to distract.)  Interesting choice.  Any particular reason you chose that 

particular letter?  No one has ever picked that one before.  I hope this trick works!  Would you take this card 

with your word on it and hold it face down against your stomach.   

 

Swami, come in!  A round of applause for the Great Swami, ladies & gentlemen.  Swami, this gentleman is 

thinking of a letter.  (Hold card up with your left thumb nail facing Swami.)  I have a blank index card and a 

pen.  I would like you to concentrate on his letter, see if you can pick up his brainwaves, then jot what you think 

it might be on this card.  Are you ready?  (Hand Swami the card & pen.)  Swami is jotting down his thoughts.  

Fortunately, since it’s just 1 letter, his thoughts don’t need to be that extensive!  (Swami completes his writing.  

To spectator) For the first time, would you turn around your card & show us the letter you thought of. (Name it 

out loud so all know it.)  Swami, there are 26 letters in the alphabet.  Can you show us which one you wrote?  

He did it!  A round of applause for the amazing Swami!” 

 

Note:  Instead of a letter, you can use a 1 or 2 digit number, or a 3-letter word.  A letter is nice because it’s just 

1 character, and there are lots of (26) possibilities.     



Million Dollar Pay Day 

 

Effect:  You show 3 envelopes.  One of them, you explain, has a 1 million dollar bill.   You offer 2 spectators their choice 

of an envelope.  You offer them the chance to change their mind.  Their envelopes contain a blank slip of paper.  Yours—

the one they didn’t pick—has the $1 million bill!   
 

Props:  1 sheet of colored card stock, 3 white #10 envelopes , 3 slips of paper, and a $1 million (play) bill 
 

Secret:  The million dollar bill is folded in quarters and held beneath the card stock sheet, which is used as a tray to hold 

the envelopes.  Each envelope has a blank slip inside, so it doesn’t matter which ones are picked.  You slide the unchosen 

envelope off the tray, sliding the million dollar bill beneath the envelope, and appear to take the bill out of your envelope.   
 

Mechanics:    

1.  Start with 3 envelopes on the card stock tray.  Each has a folded blank slip of paper inside that is roughly the 

same size as a bill.  The million dollar bill is folded in quarters and held beneath the tray (photo 1).  Hold the tray 

with your right hand from the back, thumb on top, bill underneath, hidden by the tray and your fingers.  This is a 

natural way to hold the tray, and should not arouse suspicion.   

2. Let 2 spectators each choose 1 envelope.  Offer them the chance to change their mind.  You are left with 1 

envelope on the tray.  Set your envelope so the flap side is down.  Right thumb rests on top of it, and position the 

envelope so it is above the folded bill that’s beneath the tray.     

3. Ask the spectators to open their envelopes and see what they got.  As they do this (and attention is on them), slide 

your envelope off the tray, toward you, bringing the bill secretly beneath it.  (photo 2)  Turn your envelope so the 

flap is toward you (with folded bill behind the envelope.  Hold envelope in your left hand.  Right fingers go in the 

envelope, in front of the blank slip, and thumb rests on the folded bill outside the envelope.  (photo 3)  Your hand 

appears to pull the bill out of the envelope.  (photo 4)   Set your envelope back in your case so no one grabs it and 

finds a blank slip in it.   
 

Presentation:   

“I need 2 assistants for this trick.  Can you 2 come up and assist me?  I have heard both of you are great athletes, so I’d 

like to give you a chance to win an athlete’s salary.  Is that ok with you?  
 

I have 3 envelopes here.  One of them contains a 1 million dollar bill.  The other 2 are blank.  If you choose the envelope 

with the million dollar bill, you get to keep it.  I know you are both worth much more than that, but the million will be a 

token of appreciation for your great athletic talents!  Would each of you please take 1 envelope.  Any particular reason 

you chose those?  Would you like to change your mind?   
 

Would you each open up your envelopes, unfold what’s inside, and display your million dollar bill to the audience.  Oh 

no, you both seem to have blank slips of paper.  The envelope that neither of you chose was the one with the million.  

(Pull out the million dollar bill from the 3rd envelope.)   It pains me to have to hang onto this, but thank you both for 

playing.  Let’s give them a round of applause!” 
 

Notes: 

If you just have 1 person in the audience, let them choose 2 envelopes.  Point out that their odds of winning are 2 out of 

3—pretty good!   

 

 

 

  



 

Slipping Through Your Fingers 

 
Effect:  In this puzzle, you put a bill between a spectator’s hands, and ask her to let go.  But she can’t! 

 

Props:  A bill of any denomination.  (You can also use a slip of paper, coin, play million dollar bill, etc.) 

 

Mechanics:   

 

1. Have a spectator put her 3rd fingers together (figure 1).   

2. Have her close the rest of her fingers, so only her 3rd fingers are extended and touching.  Note:  Each of 

her other fingers’ knuckles are touching each other.  (figure 2) 

3. Slip a bill in between her 3rd fingers (figure 3) 

4. Tell her the guidelines:  Keep her 3rd fingers together, and maintain knuckle contact between each of the 

other 3 fingers.   Drop the bill.  She can’t!  Unless she separates her fingers or knuckles.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Magic Nail Box 

 

Effect:  You put a plastic coin into a small box, filling the box.  Then you shove several spikes all the way 

through the box, somehow penetrating the solid coin. (photo 3)  You remove the spikes to show the coin is 

unharmed. 

 

Props:  Box, plastic coin, spikes (photo 1) and a Ziploc sandwich bag to hold the spikes so they aren’t loose in 

your magic case.  

 

Secret:  The first spike tilts the coin up on edge (photo 2), enabling you to put the spikes through the box 

without damaging the coin.   

 

Mechanics: 

 There is a notch in each half of the box.  Make sure the notches line up. 

 At the end when you open the box to show the coin is unharmed, be sure the coin has quietly settled 
back down in the bottom box—that it is not on edge when you lift the upper box! 

 

Presentation:  “I was going to show you the trick where I place my assistant in a box, thrust swords through the 

box, then my assistant—hopefully—comes out unharmed.  She couldn’t make it today, unfortunately, so we’ll 

try it with this smaller box instead.  Here I have an ordinary plastic coin.  Would you like to examine it? 

(offering it to spectator.  As spectator reaches to take it, pull it back, saying) Thank you very much.  Now, we 

will imprison the coin in the torture chamber.  We will now attempt to pierce the coin with these stainless steel 

spikes.  (Start pushing them in.)  It pains me to do this to the coin, but I go to great lengths for your 

entertainment.  We’ll put one in here.  This one over there.  As you can see, all the spikes have gone through.  

Now I know what you’re thinking.  That somehow the coin has escaped.  It’s not really in there.  We’ll take out 

the spikes.  And lo and behold, there is the coin—completely unharmed!” 

 

Tip:  Feel free to make up your own story. 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

Whispering Queen 
 

Effect:  Spectator selects a card.  A queen looks through the deck, whispers the card in your ear. She is correct! 

 

Secret:  This uses a technique call the key card.  You don’t know the spectator’s card, but you know the one 

right next to it.  Knowing that, you can see what’s immediately under it and know the spectator’s card!  

 

Props:  Deck of cards. 

 

Mechanics: 

1. Spread the cards face down between your hands, inviting the spectator to take any card.  

2. Have the spectator take a look at it and/or show it to the audience.  As she does so, casually glimpse the 

bottom card.  Remember it. Suppose it is the 2♥. We’ll call this the key card.   

3. Have the spectator put her card face down on top of the deck.   

4. Cut the cards and complete the cut.  (This puts the card you know, the 2♥, immediately on top of the 

spectator’s card!) Cut the cards 1 or 2 more times.  You can have the spectator cut & complete the cut.  

Supposedly these cuts mix the cards.  In actuality, as long as you do single cuts, your 2♥ will always be 

on right on top of the spectator’s card! 

5. Spread the cards on the table face up (photo below).  Find the 2♥.  The card next to it—right under it—

the 4♠ in this case-is the spectator’s card.  This is the card the queen whispers to you! 

 

Presentation:  “What is your favorite queen?  Amazing, that is the whispering queen!  Let me find her and I’ll 

show you what I mean.  (Spread thru cards, find it, & set it on the table.)   

 

Would you pick any card.  Show it around to the audience, don’t let the Whispering Queen see it!  (Glimpse the 

bottom card.)  Put it back here (face down on top of the face down deck).   I will cut the cards and complete the 

cut.  Would you cut the deck.  Complete the cut.  And cut once more just to mix them up real well.  And 

complete the cut.  Do you play a lot of cards?   

 

Let’s spread out the cards (face up).  (Spot your key card that was originally on the bottom.  Note the card 

immediately beneath it, which is the spectator’s card.)  The whispering queen will look thru the deck & whisper 

to me your card.  (Hold queen up to your ear.)  No.  You’re kidding.  You can’t be serious.  Oh, I’m sorry, she 

was telling me about her weekend.  Which card did he pick?  (Hold queen to your ear.)  She says it was a red 

card, is that right?  (Yes.  Queen whispers again.)  A heart?  (Yes.  Queen whispers again.)   The 10 of hearts?  

(Yes).  (Set queen face up of the table.)  The whispering queen is never wrong.”   

 

Note:  If you prefer, instead of using the key card principal, you can force the card using the cross cut force 

described in You’ve Got to Be Kidding (14♦ trick).   

 

 



 

Detective Card Trick 
 

Effect:  Spectator picks a card & you find it using the spectator’s finger prints! 

 

Props:  Deck of cards. 

 

Secret:  As spectator shows card around to the audience, you casually glance at the card on the bottom of the 

deck & remember it.  We’ll call this the key card (suppose 2♥).  Have the spectator put his card back on top and 

cut it into the deck.  This puts the chosen card right underneath the key card.  By locating the key card, you 

know the spectator’s card! (In photo below, locate key card, 2♥.  Spectator’s card is immediately to right:  4♠) 

 

Presentation: “Did you know that I do some detective work in my spare time?  It’s hard to make a fulltime 

living as a magician, you know.  Let me demonstrate.  (spread out the cards) Can you pick a card please.  Show 

it to the audience and don’t let me see it.  (Casually glance the bottom card—now, before the trick starts, or you 

can shuffle them at the beginning & note it as you are squaring up the cards when you’re done shuffling.) 

 

Put it back (indicate to put it on top of the deck).  Cut the deck and complete the cut.  That will bury it in the 

deck.  Cut the cards again, and complete it.  Would you like to cut once more?  Very well.  May I see your 

thumb for a moment, please.  Ah ha!  You have a very interesting fingerprint pattern.  Let me take a look thru 

the cards for a moment.  (Spread them from hand to hand face up.  Locate your key card.  Spectator’s will be 

the one to the right of it—i.e. underneath it if the deck was face down.)  Set spectator’s card face down on the 

table. 

 

“To the untrained eye, this looks like an ordinary card.  But to me, it’s got your fingerprints all over it.  What 

was your card?  (Show it to audience—that you successfully located it.)  It’s a good thing you didn’t wear 

gloves!” 

 

Challenge Version: 

 Shuffle the cards at the beginning.  Casually glance the bottom card while squaring up the cards at the 
end of your shuffle. 

 When asking spectator to return his card to the deck, cut the cards.  Have spectator put his card atop 
what was the top card in the deck.  Put the other half on top (key card going on top of spectator’s), 

sandwiching spectator’s card in the middle.  This is a little more deceptive than having the spectator 

return the card to the top.  You can follow by inviting spectator to cut the cards a few times.  Single cuts 

will not separate the 2 cards.   

 

Additional Notes: 

 On rare occasion, after the spectator’s cuts, the key card might be the bottom card of the deck.  If so, 

spectator’s card will be the top card of the deck. 

 Only permit the spectator to do single cuts.  Cutting the deck, e.g. into 3 or 4 parts, then reassembling 
them in any order can separate the 2 cards.  So can shuffling.  

 

 



You Gotta Be Kidding (14♦) 
 

Effect:  You place a prediction card face down on the table.  Spectator cuts to a card.  You ask the spectator to 

double the value, and that will be the prediction card.  The spectator says that’s impossible, as doubling would 

mean it was the 14 of diamonds.  Sure enough, that is what you turn over! 

  

Props:  14 of diamonds, deck of cards. 

 

Secret:  While spectator thinks that they, seemingly, have a free selection, you actually force the 7 of diamonds. 

 

Preparation:  Have the 7 of diamonds on top of the deck. 

 

Presentation:  Have the 14 of diamonds face down on the table, off to the side.  Invite a spectator up from the 

audience.  Have him come around to the same side of the table as you, facing the audience.  Ask him to cut the 

cards.  (photo 1.)  Say that you’ll mark the cut.  Put the bottom half of the deck across the top half of the deck 

that he just cut off (photo 2).  Note:  It seems like you are marking where they cut.   

 

Pick up the 14 of diamonds (don’t let them see its face, of course).  “I have taken the liberty of making a 

prediction.  This (hold up 14 of diamonds, back facing audience & spectator) is my prediction card.  We’ll get 

back to it in just a moment.” (Note: the purpose of this is to distract their attention from the deck for a moment.) 

 

Lift up the top half of the deck, and hand top card of bottom half to spectator.  “Take the card that you cut to 

and show it around without letting me see it.  Hold it against your chest.  (Though it seems like this is the card 

he freely cut to, it is actually the one you forced—the 7♦ that was originally on top of the deck!)  Whatever card 

you cut to, mine will be double.  For example, if you cut to the 2 of hearts, mine will be the four of hearts.  If 

you picked the 5 of spades, mine will be the 10 of spades.  Would you multiply your card by 2 and tell me what 

do you get?  (14 of diamonds) This is no time for jokes.  I am trying to conduct a performance.  The card that 

you’re holding, what do you get when you double it?  (14)  May we see the card please.  (He shows it’s the 7 of 

diamonds.  Pick up the deck and spread through the cards face up, looking through it.)  I must have given you 

the wrong card.  Shall we start over from the beginning?   

 

Would you turn over the card, let’s see how close I was.  (Hold up the 14 of diamonds so everyone can see it.)  

Thank you.  Let’s give our assistant a round of applause.”  

 

Teaching Points:   

 This trick takes a little acting—acting like you messed up.  Then you show that you really did get 

it right. 

 After they cut and you mark the cut, it’s important to show the prediction card to get their 
attention off the deck for a moment—otherwise they’re more likely to know you forced the top 

card! 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Rabbit from Paper Hat 
 

Effect:  You announce that you will pull a rabbit out of a hat.  No one has a hat, so you show a dollar bill (photo 

#1) and roll it into a tube (photo #2), which is your hat.  Reaches in and pull out…a handkerchief.  (photo #3)  

Oh well, you say.  I guess I need a little more practice on that one.   

 

Props:  play bill, thumb tip, and silk handkerchief 

 

Secret:  Unknown to the audience, you have on your thumb a plastic thumb tip.  Stuffed inside it is a 

handkerchief.   

 

Handling:  Rule of thumb for thumb tips:  you can point the thumb tip straight out at the audience for a moment 

(photo #4); but never show it full on as in photo #5 or they are likely to notice it.  Another good way of 

handling it is to keep it behind something—e.g. a play bill.   

 

1. Thumb tip with silk stuffed inside is on your R thumb.   

2. Hold the bill between both hands.  (photo #1)  If you can, flip the bill around, showing the other side.  

The thumbs stay behind the bill as you flip it over, so the tip remains hidden.     

3. Roll the bill into a tube around your thumb tip.   (Photo #2)  Pull right thumb out, leaving tip with silk 

secretly in the tube.   

4. Wiggle right fingers over the tube.  Reach in with R first finger & thumb & pull out handkerchief.  

Display it and set it on table or on your left forearm to get it out of the way.   

5. Now you show the bill empty as follows.  L hand holds the tube.  R thumb goes down into the tip as you 

use your R thumb to unroll the tube between your hands.  Show both sides of the bill.  Tip is hidden 

behind the bill as you do this.   

6. Hold bill in right hand, tip behind, bill hiding the tip, and take a bow.   

 

 

Presentation:  “I will now perform a classic of magic—pulling a rabbit out of a hat.  Does anyone have a hat 

that I can borrow?  No?  That’s alright, I’ll use this dollar bill instead and roll it into a hat.  It’s a little small for 

me, but it should do the trick.  I will say the magic words, Abra-Kid-Abra.   (Wiggle your fingers over the tube.)  

And…wa lah!  (Pull out hank.)  Whoops.  I got a handkerchief instead of a rabbit.  Do you see a rabbit in there 

anywhere?  (Say this as you unroll the tube, then show both sides of the bill.)  I guess I need a little more 

practice on that one!”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Feel free to come up with your own presentation.  

 
Photo 5.  Never 

show a tip like this 

or they may see it.  

 

 
Photo 4.  You can point a 

tip straight at the 

audience—to gesture or 

show your hand empty 

—for a moment.  Or hold 

it behind something — 

like a bill. 

 

 

moment. 

 

 
Photo 1.  Show the bill.  

Tip is hidden behind 

the bill. 

 

 
Photo 3.  Pull out 

the hank! 

 

 
Photo 2.  Roll bill 

into a tube around 

the thumb tip.   

 



Mysterious Handkerchief (Vanish) 

 
Effect:  You tuck a handkerchief in your hand and it disappears!  Then it reappears.   
 

Props:  Silk handkerchief and a thumb tip. 
 

Secret:  The handkerchief gets stuffed and hidden inside the thumb tip!   
 

Mechanics: 

1. Start with the thumb tip on your right thumb.   

2. Display the handkerchief (hank), holding it by the top corners (photo 1). The thumb tip is hidden behind the hank.  

3. Wave the top corners of the hank away from you, so bottom of the handkerchief comes up. Left hand lets go of its 

corner and makes a loose fist.  R thumb deposits thumb tip in L fist as R hand drapes the hank over the L fist, then 

starts to push the hank into the left fist (Photo 2). It goes secretly into the thumb tip. 

4. As you finish poking the hank into the L fist, you are going to steal it away on the R thumb.  Don’t steal the tip 

from the top of the L fist with the thumb, as that is more obvious.  Instead, fingers poke the hank in the hand (into 

the tip). At the end, fingers tilt the tip so it tilts 45-90 degrees in your L fist (photo 3).  R thumb then steals tip 

with hank from the back as fingers finish pushing hank in L fist (photo 4). Less obvious and visible this way.   

5. Snap your R fingers, then open the L hand to show hank is gone.   

6. Reproduce the hank in 1 of 2 ways:  A) Close R hand into a fist, putting thumb inside. Leave thumb tip in there as 

R thumb comes out of fist.  L hand reaches in to R fist & pulls out the hank.  R thumb puts on the tip.  Display the 

hank between both hands holding the top corners, as at the beginning, with tip hidden behind the hank.   B)  

Notice a spectator’s sleeve.  Slide R thumb inside his sleeve.  Hold tip through the cloth with left fingers as you 

slide R thumb out.  R fingers pull hank out from spectator’s sleeve. Then R thumb slides in sleeve again, into the 

thumb tip.  You can act like you are looking to see if there’s any more in his sleeve.  There isn’t, so you move on.   
 

Presentation:  “Did you know this handkerchief is very mysterious? It looks fairly ordinary.  But I find that if I poke it into 

my hand…  (Do so.)  Do you know any magic words?  Abra-Kid-Abra.  And look, the handkerchief disappears!  But it 

doesn’t really disappear.  It went up the sleeve!  Not my sleeve.  Let me see your sleeve.  Aha!  (pull out hank)  You put it 

in your sleeve, did you?  Do you have anything else in there?  I think we better keep a close eye on you!” 
 

Tips:  

 You can point the end of the tip directly at the audience for a moment (photo 5).  But never hold it as in photo 6 or 

the audience might spot it.   

 Snapping your fingers of the hand wearing the tip is a good subtlety to show the hand empty.  

 

   

 

 

  

   



Floating Card Deck 

 
Effect:  You set a card deck on your palm.  It floats up an inch or two, then drifts back down to your palm. 

 

Props:  Thumb tip and deck of cards.  

 

Secret:  The thumb tip is secretly placed beneath the deck.  Initially your hand is slightly cupped.  When you 

slowly straighten out your palm, it causes the deck to appear to levitate an inch or two.  When you slightly cup 

the hand again, the deck drops back to your palm.  

 

Mechanics: 

1. Start with the thumb tip on your right thumb.   

2. Pick up the deck with the left hand and transfer it to the right hand, which holds the deck with fingers in 

front, thumb behind (photo 1; magician’s view-photo 2). 

3. Right hand sets the deck in the left palm, leaving tip beneath the deck at the base of the fingers (photo 

3). Left hand is slightly cupped.   

4. Slowly straighten out left hand.  It should look the deck levitates an inch or two.  (Photo 4)  If it wobbles 

a bit, so much the better.  Perhaps wiggle your right fingers over the deck, and/or say some magic words 

as the deck rises.  

5. Slowly cup the left hand a little, making the deck go back down onto the palm.   

6. Right hand picks up the deck, slipping thumb into the tip. Hold deck with fingers in front, thumb behind 

for a moment. Then put the deck away in your pocket or case. 

 

Notes: 

 This trick is best done for 1 or a small group of people looking down on your hands.  I.e. people who are 
standing in front of or around you.  It is not as effective to perform for an audience in front of you in a 

show.   

 You can use other objects than just a deck of cards—e.g. a cell phone, sponge,… Use your imagination. 

 

Presentation: 

“Do you believe in ghosts?  I don’t want to scare you, but I’ve been told that sometimes ghosts like to move 

objects around in this room.  I’m sure that’s not true.  In any case, I’m going to set this deck of cards on my 

hand.  And—uh oh.  Is it my imagination or does the ghost seem to be moving it!  Can you call the Ghost 

Busters?  Oh wait a minute, never mind.  The deck is back quiet again.  It must have been my imagination!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



Poking a Hole in Someone’s Jacket (extra) 

 
Effect:  You appear to stick your finger right through a hole in someone’s jacket or shirt!   

 

Props:  Thumb tip. 

 

Secret/Mechanics: 

1. Get the thumb tip in your left fist.   

2. With your right hand, lift up the corner of someone’s jacket or shirt tail.  Left fist with hidden thumb tip 

goes underneath (photo 1). 

3. Poke your right first finger into the tip.  Flip the underside of the jacket up.  Wiggle your finger in the 

tip.  (photo 2) It looks, at a quick glance, like you have stuck you finger right through a hole in their 

jacket!  Just wiggle it for 2-3 seconds.  Longer than that and they are more apt to figure it out.   

4. Reverse the procedure to “clean up”.  Flip the underside of the jacket back to the bottom. Slide your 

right first finger out of the tip, as the tip goes back in the left fist.  Brush off the jacket a couple times 

with your right hand and your left hand with tip falls naturally to its side, or goes into your pocket to pull 

out something, ditching the tip.   

 

Notes: 

 Master this and you’ll have a cute gag! 

 Just wiggle your finger for 2-3 seconds or so. Keep it quick & they are not apt to notice the discrepancy 

that your first finger is going in the hole but thumb coming out.  

 Of course, don’t inappropriately grab someone’s jacket or shirt tail without their permission.   
 

Presentation: 

“What’s that in your jacket?  (Put tip on R 1st finger through the jacket, as above.)  Oh no, you have a hole in 

your coat!  (Wiggle your finger with tip through the jacket briefly. Then take your finger out of the hole, getting 

back to normal.)  It’s a good thing I saw that.  You may want to have it taken care of!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Cardless Card Trick 

 
Effect:  You show 2 cards that each contain every card in the deck, and 2 craft sticks.  While you are not looking, you ask 

a spectator to find any card on the red card & cover it (and its column) with a stick.  Then find the same card on the black 

card & cover its column with the other stick.  (see photo below).  You turn back around and reveal the thought of card!   
 

Props:  2 cards with all the cards in the deck & 2 craft sticks, as pictured below. 

 

Secret:   

1. Look at the card with the black border 1st. The stick covers up a column of 7 cards.  So you know it’s 1 of those 7.   

2. Which of the 7 is it?  Look at the red card.  There are 7 columns.  Whichever column is covered on the red card 

indicates the row on the black card.  E.g. if column 2 is covered on the red card, it’s in row 2 on the black card.  If 

column 4 is covered on red, then it’s in row 4 on the black.  

3. You now know the position of the card under the stick, but which card is it?  Here’s how you know that.  On the 

black card, in every other column the cards are paired with their mate.  E.g. in column 1 the 1st card is K♣.  In 

column 3 the 1st card is the K♠.  (Mate cards are the same value & color.)  Column 1 2nd card: A♣.  Column 3 2nd 

card:  A♠.  Columns 1 & 3 have mates.  So do 2 & 4.  5 & 7, & 6 & 8.  You know the column & row of the card.  

But you can’t see it because the stick covers it.  Look at its mate 2 columns over and you can deduce the card!  

E.g. if the stick is over column 5, & you have figured in step 2 above that it’s the 3rd card, look in column 7 at the 

3rd card:  2♣.  So their card is 2♠.   

 

Mechanics: 

1.  Set out the 2 cards as below, red first, then black.   

2. Ask spectator to point to a card while your back is turned so everyone knows it, then cover its column with the 

sticks on both cards.  Give an example to demonstrate.   

3. Turn around.  Spectator sets out the sticks over his card.  You turn around and name the card—to thunderous 

applause, of course!   

 

Presentation: 

“Would you like to see a card trick? Do you have a deck of cards with you?  (No)  I don’t either, but I do have all the 

cards pictured on each of these cards, so maybe that’ll work.  Each of these cards lists every card in the deck.  When I turn 

around, can you point to any card, so everyone knows which one you’ve picked.  Then cover it up with the sticks on each 

card like this (photo below).  For instance, if you think of the 7♠, you’d cover this column on this card and that column on 

the other.  Got it?  OK, don’t make it too hard on me!  (Spectator covers his chosen card with the sticks.) 

 

Have you placed the sticks on both cards? (Yes) (Turn back around.)  Hmm. This is not going to be easy. Are you 

concentrating on your card?  I’m getting an impression of a black card? (yes) A spade? (yes) Was it the 7♠?  (Yes)  

Thanks very much.” 

 

Tips:           Easier method:  You can lift the stick from the black card & then name their card.  It’s more powerful if you  

                   don’t lift it, but if step 3 is too complex for some, this is an alternative. 

2. Instructions are also 

available at:  www.abrakid.com/tricks.  

 



A Fishy Tale 

 
Effect:  Telling a story of 2 bragging fisherman, you show the yellow fish bigger than the red, but then the red 

one becomes bigger than the yellow!  Then you make them the same size.  At the end, they are eaten by the cat. 

 

Props:  2 boomerang shaped cards, each with a fish on the front & part of a cat on the back. 

 

Secret:  The boomerangs are the same size.  When you lay them on the table 1 above the other, as in photo 1 & 

2, the lower one appears to be bigger.  It’s an optical illusion.  Whichever one is lower looks bigger!   

 

Mechanics:  If you have a big audience, you can hold them up.  Another way to show them different sizes is to 

left justify them (i.e. line up their left ends on the same imaginary up & down line.  Then their right ends will 

look to be very different lengths.  Try it & see!   

 

Presentation: 

“Did you hear the tale of the 2 fisherman?  There were 2 fishermen, Bob & Harry.  They went fishing together, 

and when they got home, they told their friends how big a fish they caught.  ‘I caught a yellow fish’, boasted 

Bob, ‘and it was the biggest catch of the day!’ (Show them as in photo 1 below.) ‘But wait a minute’, protested 

Harry.  ‘I then caught a red fish and it was the biggest catch of the day!’  (Show as in photo 2.)  ‘Nonsense’, 

argued Bob.  My yellow fish was clearly bigger than you’re your red one!’ (Show as in photo 1 again.)  And so 

it went for hours, back and forth.  Finally, Milly suggested, ‘Why don’t you just agree that both of your fish 

were the same size?’  (Lay 1 over the other, showing they’re the same size.)  Unfortunately, neither Bob nor 

Harry got to eat their fish.  Do you know why?  Because while they were busy arguing, the cat ate them!  (Turn 

on back side to show cat as in photo 3!)   

 

Note:  The cat ending is not so much magical as it is a cute ending to the story.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 



4 Object Divination 

 
Effect:  A spectator selects 1 of 4 objects.  Your mind reader comes back in the room & tells which he chose! 

 

Props:  Any 4 different objects on a table, a napkin (or piece of paper in class), and a cup (or card deck in class).  

 

Secret:  You have a confederate who signals to the mind reader which item was chosen!  The 4 objects are set 

out in a square.  The confederate, who is hanging out, drinking from his cup, when the spectator chooses an 

object, sets the cup on the corner of the napkin that corresponds to the chosen item.  For instance, if the cup is 

set on the upper left corner of the napkin (see below diagram), it means the book was chosen.  Upper right = 

glasses.  Lower left = fork, lower right = spoon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation: 

“This is the Great Mind.  He has amazing mental powers.  Were you aware of that?  I am going to send him out 

of the room (he goes out).  Would you touch any 1 of these 4 items, so we can all see it.  (Spectator chooses 1.)  

Great Mind, come back in!  (Confederate sets cup on napkin corner, signaling which item.)  This person has 

chosen an item.  Would you gaze into her eyes, deeply.  Can you tell us which item did she pick?  (The mind 

names one.)  Was he right?  (yes)  Amazing!  A round of applause for The Great Mind!”   

 

Tips:  If you don’t have a napkin or cup handy, or if it’s not appropriate to have a cup, figure out a different way 

of signaling.  E.g. maybe the confederate can hold a number of fingers on the table, 1-4, which correspond to 

the 4 items.   

 

Book      glasses 

 

Fork       spoon 

 

 

 

 

napkin 



Pick a Clip, Any Clip 

 
Effect:  This gag is a take-off on the old “pick a card, any card” trick.  It is a good prelude to Super Size and 

Chain Link.   

 Show a bunch of loose paper clips.  Ask a spectator to “Pick a clip, any clip”.   

 “Show your clip to the audience but don’t let me see it.  I’ll look away.” 

 “Put your clip back in the deck (pile of other clips).” 

 “I will shuffle them up so I have no idea where your clip is.” (Shake them up in your hands.) 

 (Pull 1 of the clips out & hold it up.)  “Is this the one you chose?  Pretty impressive, huh?” 

 

Props:  8 or more paper clips.   

 



Super Sized and Chain Link 

Effect:  A small paper clip changes into a giant one.  Then 8 paper clips magically link  

into a chain.  These 2 tricks can be presented individually, but they make a nice routine.   

 

Props:  17 paper clips, 1 giant paper clip, & 2 rubber bands that look the same.   

 

Secret/Mechanics:    

1. Before the trick starts link 8 of the clips into a chain (photo 1).  Bundle them up 

and put a rubber band around the packet of clips.  (photo 2)  Put this bundle of 

clips, along with the giant clip in your right pants pocket.  Put 1 small clip in your 

left pant pocket (or in your case if you don’t have a pants pocket). Set 8 separate 

clips & a rubber band on the table.   

2. Show 8 individual paper clips.  Put them into a bundle and have a spectator put a 

rubber band around them.  Set the bundle on the table.   

3. Reach both hands in your pants pockets, searching for a paper clip.  Left hand 

brings out the small clip first, showing it.  Right hand comes out of its pocket a 

moment later, secretly holding the jumbo clip in the right palm.  Left hand hands 

the paper clip to the right hand to display. This gives the right hand a reason to be 

closed and hide the jumbo clip—to display the small paper clip.  (Photo 3-

audience view.  

Photo 4-magician view with hand slightly open to show inside.) 

4. Take the small clip in your left hand, show it, and push it into your right fist.  

From the bottom of the right fist, left hand slowly pulls out the jumbo clip.  When 

it is pulled all the way out, left hand transfers it to the right fingers to display.  

Again, this gives the right hand a reason to be closed, hiding the small clip in its 

palm.   

5. Hand the jumbo clip to a spectator to look at.  While she is looking at it, put your 

hands casually in your pants pockets.  Right hand ditches the small clip & secretly 

grabs the bundle of linked clips.   

6. Right hand has the linked bundle in its palm.  It picks up the loose bundle with 

fingers & thumb (photo 5 – audience view. Photo 6-magician view).  You appear  

to set it in left hand. But you really drop the linked bundle in L hand (photo 7).    

R hand then grabs the jumbo clip, giving it a reason to close and hide the loose 

clip bundle in its palm.   

7. R hand waves the jumbo clip over the left hand.  Have the spectator remove the 

rubber band.  Ditch the jumbo clip and loose clip bundle in your right pocket (or 

case).  Show that the 8 clips have linked in a chain!  (You are clean, with the loose 

clip bundle now out of sight in your pocket.) 

 

Presentation: “How many paper clips do we have?  1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8.  Can you put the 

rubber band around them?  Now I have 1 more clip in my pockets somewhere.  (LH 

comes out with small clip, then RH comes out hiding jumbo.)  Oh here it is.  Have you 

ever been to McDonalds?  Do you like to supersize your meal?  The other day when I 

pulled up to the drive through window I happened to be holding a paper clip and asked if 

they could supersize it.  The guy thought I was crazy.  I said Abra-Kid-Abra and the 

paper clip supersized!  (Hand it to spectator.)  Have you ever seen a paper clip this big 

before?  It and a Big Mac make a great pair!  (Put hands casually in pockets.  Ditch the 

small clip, R hand comes out with linked bundle in palm.)  Let me show you something 

else interesting about that giant clip.  (R hand picks up loose bundle and apparently sets it 

in left hand, actually setting linked bundle instead. R hand takes the big clip from 

spectator.)  If you wave this clip (do so, then put jumbo clip along with loose bundle in R 

pocket) and say Abra-Kid-Abra, do you know what happens?  Can you remove the 

rubber band.  (Grab the chain, 1 hand on each hand and stretch it out, showing the clips 

linked.)  The paper clips link!  Thank you!”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Multiplying Paper Clips 

 
Effect:  You put a paper clip in your Chinese wallet.  A spectator taps it 2x.  When you open it, there are now 2 

paper clips!   

 

Props:  Chinese wallet (photo 1) & 3 paper clips 

 

Secret:  The Chinese wallet has 2 identical compartments.  When you open the book 1 way, it shows the first 

one (photo 2).  When you open it the other way, it shows the 2nd one.   

 

Mechanics:   

1. Before beginning, put 2 clips in the black folded paper in 1 compartment and 1 clip in the other.  Put the 

side with 1 clip up.   

2. Open the wallet.  Unfold the paper to show 1 paper clip.  Fold the clip in the paper & close the wallet, 

turning it over. Ask the spectator to tap it twice.   

3. Open to show 2 clips! 

 

Presentation: 

“This is my wallet.  I got it in my last trip to China.  I don’t have any money, so do you know what I keep in it? 

A paper clip.  (Show 1 clip.  Fold it back in the wallet.)  It’s a start.  Now here is the odd thing about this wallet.  

Can you give it a magic tap.  (Spectator does.)  I mean with the other hand. (Spectator taps again with other 

hand.)  Uh oh, wait a minute.  Did you tape it twice, once with each hand?  (yes)  I was afraid of that.  Let’s see 

if the paper clip is ok.  (Show 2 clips.)  You turned it into 2 clips.  Next time I’ll have to try this with money.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



            How a Magician Makes Change (Art Project)     

 
Effect:  You fold up a $10 bill.  When you unfold it, it has changed to two $20 bills! 

 

Props:  Two play $20 bills, one play $10 bill, and a glue stick.  

 

Secret:  The $20s are folded up behind the $10 in the lower corner (photo 1). Conversely,  

when you show the $20s, the $10 is folded up behind.   

 

To Make: 

 Fold each of the bills crisply into eighths.  To do this, fold each separately in half 3x: 

o First fold the short ends together, so the president is in the middle, & left end (from  

your vantagepoint) folds away from you & to the right end. (photo 2) 

o Then fold the top edge down to the bottom edge.  So it’s now in quarters.  (photo 3) 

o Finally, fold it in half again, left side to right side as you did in the first fold (photo 4). 

The 10 (or 20) in the lower right corner of the bill should be facing you. 

 Unfold the 3 bills.   

 Fold a $10 and a $20 in eighths as above. Glue stick the 10 and 20 surfaces to each other  

with the 10 being right side up & the 20 upside down (photo 5).  You are gluing 1/8 of the 

$20 to 1/8 of the $10.   

 

Mechanics: 

1.  Before you begin the trick, fold the 2 $20s up behind the corner of the $10 as follows:   

a. Put the loose 20 atop the glued $20.  

b. Fold both $20s up together, into eighths, along the folds you did previously.  

c. Photo 6 is a front view showing apparently just a $10 bill.  Photo 1 shows the back  

view with the 2 folded $20 hidden behind attached to the lower corner of the $10.   

2. Fold the $10 bill into eighths along the folds you made. I.e. you fold it in half, then in half  

again the other way.  Then in half again.  You now have the $10 bill folded into a small  

packet, with the 2 $20s behind it.  Hold this packet in your left fingers and thumb.   

3. You are now going to turn the packet over without the audience seeing.  To do this:  

Wiggle your right fingers over the packet.  As you do so, under cover of the right hand,  

flip the packet over casually.  You are demonstrating how you want the spectator to  

wiggle her fingers over the packet.  (photo 7) Then she does so. 

4. Unfold the packet of two $20s, showing the $10 has changed into two $20s.  The $10, of  

course, is now hidden in the lower right corner of 1 of the $20s (photo 8).   

 

Presentation:  The other day I had a $10 bill and I needed some change.  So I asked my mom if 

she had two $20s for a $10.  She said ‘No, I’m not going to give you two $20s for a $10.  So I 

thought I would try a little magic.  I folded up the $10 (do so) and said Abra-Kid-Abra.  Can 

you wiggle your fingers over the bill like this?  (you demo)  When I unfolded it, sure enough 

the $10 had changed into two $20s.  I told my mom with a trick like that, maybe I didn’t need 

to go to school any more!  She didn’t think that was such a great idea.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



4 Jacks to 4 Aces (art project) 

 

Effect:  Magician shows a fan of 4 jacks.  He substitutes 1 of the aces for jacks.  When he opens the fan again, 

he now has 4 aces! 

 

Props:  5 cards: 1 jack of spades, 1 ace of spades, 3 gimmicked cards that are half jack & half ace, cut 

diagonally, glue sticks.  (See diagram) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secret:  When the 3 gimmicked cards are fanned one way, it looks like all jacks; the other way, all aces.  A 

regular jack or ace in front of the fan hides the fact that they are not normal cards.  

 

To Make This:  Give each student 2 non-consecutive 4 of a kinds.  E.g. Jacks & Aces, 10s & Kings, etc.  On 1 

of the 4 of a kinds, cut the , , &  diagonally in half at the non-indexed corners.  (i.e. the indexes will be 
intact when you’re done because you cut the non-index corners.)  Glue stick these 3 half cards onto the other 4 

of a kind that matches their suit.  (E.g. Ace  goes onto Jack .) 

 

Mechanics of  the Presentation:  Arrange the 4 Jacks in a tight fan—normal Jack of spades in front, the other 3 

gimmicked jacks behind.  Turn your right side toward the audience, holding the fan mainly in your left hand—

so both you & the audience can see the faces of the cards.  Be careful that neither white space nor part of the 

aces shows.  Perhaps put your left thumb at the bottom middle of the fan to cover any white space there.   

 

Close the fan.  Face the audience.  Hold the faces toward you.  Pick up the ace of spades & put it (face toward 

you) on the face of your cards.  Remove the jack of spades, placing it aside, face up on the table.  Turn the cards 

end for end.  Turn your right side toward the audience again, and  make a tight fan, showing that the jacks have 

changed to aces! 

 

Presentation:  “The other night I was playing poker.  I had a great hand—4 jacks.  (Show them.)  However, the 
guy next to me had an even better hand—4 kings.  I didn’t know what I was going to do.  So I decided to use a 

little magic.  I picked up an ace, and set 1 of the jacks aside.  (Put ace on face, and set jack aside.)  I said some 

magic words, and lo and behold, my hand changed to 4 Aces!” 

 

Tips:   

 Note the body positions, which are important:  First, right side toward the audience when showing 

the jacks—so you & the audience can see them.  Then, face them directly as you’re swapping the ace 

for the jack on the face of the fan.  Lastly, you turn right side toward the audience again as you fan to 

show the aces.   
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